Visual symptoms after lung transplantation: a case of progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy.
After solid organ transplantation, signs and symptoms of the central nervous system may present a diagnostic challenge. A 43-year-old patient developed a decrease in vision 15 months after bilateral lung transplantation. The initial diagnosis was a left posterior cataract, but left eye cataract extraction did not improve his vision. Seizures led to investigation of a broader differential diagnosis (cyclosporine intoxication, post-transplant lymphoproliferative disorder, infectious disease, chronic lymphatic leukemia). The clinical diagnosis of progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) was confirmed by demonstration of JC virus in the cerebrospinal fluid and by autopsy findings. Modulation of the immunosuppressive regimen was unsuccessful. This case illustrates that decreased vision in immunocompromised patients may be the first manifestation of PML.